
 
Audition Requirements: 
Jazz candidates should be prepared to: 

• Horns: Perform the three excerpts from the enclosed packet of varying styles. 
• Drummers: Perform the enclosed Drum Audition Etude in a medium swing style. 
• Perform one additional piece of the candidate’s choice that best displays tone and technique. 
• Students are expected to demonstrate jazz phrasing and articulation.  
• Students will be asked to demonstrate improvisational skills using a blues tune/key of your 

choosing (1-2 choruses depending on length).  
 
 
 
Enclosed Etudes: 
 

1. Swing Excerpt #1(Rob Tapper) 
2. Ballad Excerpt #2 (Rob Tapper) 
3. Latin/Straight 8th Excerpt #3 (Rob Tapper) 
4. Rhythm Section Etude (Steve Owen) – piano, guitar, vibes, bass 
5. Drum Audition Etude (Dan Davey) 

 
 
 
Range Check – Play your “C” scale starting on the low C and going as high as you are capable of (horns 
only). 
 
Lead Trumpet / Bass Trombone - Brass may elect to prepare the optional Lead Trumpet or Bass 
Trombone etudes for consideration. 
 
Sight-Reading – Candidates will be asked to sight read written lines. Drummer will be expected to 
provide the appropriate time feel as well as set-ups and kicks.  
 
Drummers should demonstrate abilities to play various styles, including medium swing, up-tempo swing, 
ballad (with brushes), funk, Brazilian, and Afro-Cuban, including appropriate fills in each style.  
 
Guitarists/Pianists should demonstrate comping abilities.  
 
Bassists should demonstrate ability to walk a bass line through chord changes in medium swing, up-
tempo swing, ballad, and straight-eighth/latin.  

Jazz Ensemble  
Auditions 
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ALTO SAXOPHONE 
Page 1 of 2 

 
Required: 
 
Swing Excerpt - #1 

 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 
 
 
 
 
Ballad Excerpt - #2 
 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 
 

Swing 
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ALTO SAXOPHONE 
Page 2 of 2 

 
 
Latin/Straight 8th Excerpt - #3 
 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 
 
 
 

/DWin 
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TENOR SAXOPHONE 
Page 1 of 2 

 
Required: 
 
Swing Excerpt - #1 

 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 
 

 
 
Ballad Excerpt - #2 
 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 
 
 

Swing 
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TENOR SAXOPHONE 
Page 2 of 2 

 
 
 
Latin/Straight 8th Excerpt - #3 
 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 

/DWin 
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BARITONE SAXOPHONE 
Page 1 of 2 

 
Required: 
 
Swing Excerpt - #1 

 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 
 

 
 
Ballad Excerpt - #2 
 

 
 

By Rob Tapper 
Used with permission 

 

Swing 
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BARITONE SAXOPHONE 
Page 2 of 2 

 
 
Latin/Straight 8th Excerpt - #3 
 

By Rob Tapper 
Used with permission 

 
 
 

/DWin 
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TRUMPET 
Page 1 of 2 

 
Required: 
 
Swing Excerpt - #1 

 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 
 

 
 
Ballad Excerpt - #2 
 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 

Swing 
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TRUMPET 
Page 2 of 2 

 
 
Latin/Straight 8th Excerpt - #3 
 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lead Trumpet Excerpt – LT #1 
 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 
 

/DWin 

Swing 
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TROMBONE 
Page 1 of 2 

 
Required: 
 
Swing Excerpt - #1 

 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 
 

 
 
 
Ballad Excerpt - #2 
 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 
 
 

Swing 
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TROMBONE 
Page 2 of 2 

 
 
Latin/Straight 8th Excerpt - #3 
 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bass Trombone Additional Excerpt -BT #1 
 

 
By Rob Tapper 

Used with permission 
 

/DWin 

Swing 
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